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Course Objectives 

Energy has been a fundamental factor in the construction of European Union (EU) project 

(ECSC/EURATOM). Europe as a major energy consumer faces a number of challenges. These 

include rising global demand and competition for energy resources from emerging economies; 

persistent instability in energy producing regions and growing need to shift fuels in order to 

address climate change policy. There are, however, serious gaps between intentions and 

outcomes in the energy sector in the EU. Major objectives of the course include: 

• European concept of energy security 

• Evolving common energy policy framework within the EU  

• Conflicts and convergence of common policies with the Member States’ energy policies 

• Role of market-based tools as well as new technologies.  

• EU’s external energy relations 

 

Learning Outcomes 

At the end of the course, the student will be able to learn the following: 

• Basic concepts used in energy studies and energy security 

• Climate and energy profile in Europe 

• European energy and climate policy framework 

• Contemporary energy policy issues in the EU 

• EU-India energy cooperation 
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Contents 

I. History and Evolution of the European Union 

This section will concentrate on the factors and historical developments which led to 

formation and enlargement of the EU. A special emphasis would be made to 

demonstrate that energy has been one of the main fundamental factors behind formation 

of the grouping as initial integration started through the European Coal & Steel 

Community (ECSC) and the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom). 

 

II. Energy Security 

Over time, the concept of energy security has become very comprehensive. The aim of 

this section will be to understand the European concept of energy security as described 

in various EU documents, individual country policy papers as well as by scholarly 

writings. 

 

III. Europe’s Energy Landscape 

This section will focus on providing basis information and analysis on various phases 

of energy situation in Europe from the golden age of cheap oil and well-functioning 

markets to the oil crisis of the 1970s to the current situation. 

 

IV. European Energy Policy 

The aim here is to provide assessment of evolution of energy policy from the First 

Guidelines towards an EC Energy Policy in the 1960s to the EU Energy Policy under 

the Treaty of Lisbon rules and recent changes proposed under Energy Union,  European 

Green Deal and REPowerEU. 

 

V. Conflicts and Convergence 

This section will focus on selected Member States’ Energy policies particularly of 

Germany, France, Poland, UK and the Nordic Energy Technology Perspective. The aim 

would be to understand areas of conflict as well as convergence between EU energy 

policy and Member States’ policies. 

 

VI. Internal Energy Markets 

Aims of Internal Energy Market (IEM), mainly liberalization of electricity and gas 

markets and ultimately completing single market in the area of energy will be focused. 

 

VII. Energy Efficiency 

In the last one decade, the EU has introduced many measures to increase energy 

efficiency. Directives and institutional mechanisms concerning energy efficiency in 

Europe will be discussed. 

 

VIII. Renewable Energy 

This section will focus on renewable energy (solar, wind, biomass, geothermal, hydro-

electric and tidal) targets, directives and actions in Europe. 

 

IX. Nuclear Energy 

As nuclear power is an important source of energy in Europe, the main objective would 

be to focus on current discussions in Europe concerning nuclear energy. 
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X. Shale Gas 

There is growing interest in potential opportunities and risks concerning shale gas in 

Europe. This section will focus on information and contemporary debates in Europe 

concerning shale gas. 

 

XI. External Energy Relations 

The geopolitics of Europe’s energy relations will be the main focus of this section, 

particularly its energy relations with Russia. Diversification of sources of away from 

Russia, particularly after the Ukraine war will also be discussed. 

 

XII. India- EU Energy Cooperation 

Despite different levels of development, both India and Europe are facing similar 

challenges related to their energy security. Existing and possible areas of cooperation 

will be discussed, particularly in the context of joint declaration of enhanced energy 

cooperation and EU-India Roadmap 2025. 
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The following websites will be used for current datasets and contemporary topics:  

• European Commission: Energy, Climate and Environment  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/energy-climate-change-environment_en 

• European Environment Agency   https://www.eea.europa.eu 

• International Energy Agency  https://www.iea.org 

• United States Energy Information Administration  https://www.eia.gov 
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