M.Phil/Ph.D Course

Centre for Indo-Pacific Studies, School of International Studies, JNU
Course Number: SA667N

Course Title: Politics and Security of the Pacific Island Countries
Teacher: Dr Shubhamitra Das

Credit: Three

Instruction Method: Lectures/Seminars

Evaluation Method: Sessional work including term papers, book reviews and mid semester

exam of 40 marks and End Semester Exam for 60 marks

Course Duration: One Semester (Monsoon)

Contact Hours: Two hours per week
Time Table: Wednesday and Friday 11 AM to 12.30 PM
Course Aims and Objectives

1.
2.

To know the impact of geopolitics on micro states security

Colonialism and the impact of neocolonialism in the Pacific- strategies adopted to
control, extract, exploit and govern micro states

To explore the US-China rivalry in the Pacific region and the intricacies of Pacific
diplomacy

To understand Pacific Island’s Diplomacy of Blue Pacific and emphasis on Human
Security and Pacific regionalism

To explore and study the role of metropolitan countries over the Pacific Islands and the

issues of Right to Self Determination, Decolonization and Human Security

Learner’s Outcome

1.

Learning the issues and challenges and the ability of successful diplomacy by micro
states is an intellectual stimulation for better understanding of weak and so-called
powerless states in a world of power and status is defined by the ‘rich and influential,’
‘ big and powerful” countries.

The course can also provide better understanding of Colonialism, neo-colonialism and
imperialism that also leads to aid dependency, corruption and being almost at the verge
of bankruptcy and bad governance. These issues help to analyse, evaluate and examine,

and discuss the socio-economic and political issues of the present world.



3. How Australia and New Zealand as regional middle powers could steer the regional
political dynamics for better cooperation and provide security, minimize rivalry and
work with other powers like the United States, France, China and UK.

Course Description and Rationale

Pacific Island Countries (PICs) or Oceania have been one of the last to become independent
from the colonial rule. After UN declared decolonisation in 1960s, most of these countries
became independent while some countries chose to be freely associated with their former
colonisers. SPICs continuing relation with colonisers on the one hand and growing economic
crisis and political instability on the other necessitates looking at the growing issues of security
and regionalism which are going through a period of flux. Moreover, SPICs relation with
Australia and New Zealand is a dichotomous one- both as partner and as patron. The impact
of other players in the region like Japan, South Korea, US, UK, France, China and India makes
the region both fragile and dynamic at the same time thus furthering the region’s prominence
in the international platform. The role of the Pacific Islands in the present Indo-Pacific politics
is fast evolving and making the remote countries become political and diplomatically sought
by the regional as well as the extra-regional players.

The PICs are diverse and complex in both security and governance issues. South Pacific
comprising of Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia has become the focus in the recent past
due to a) the increased strategic presence of bigger countries like US, China, Japan and recently
India, b) the economic powers of ASEAN, its institutional strengths and its allies playing a
crucial role for the South Pacific region, c) issues on human security since these countries are
one of the first to be affected by climate change, waste management and also trans-border
crime, d) internal conflict leading to instability in governance structures and a very limited
resources and capacity for law enforcement and aid dependence on the one hand and the
possibility of the region to be the latent hub for terrorist activities, drug-trafficking and piracy
on the other, since the region has become the transit point for global trade routes. These
multiple issues have created an urgency in deciphering theperspectives and equations that
require a re-look and re-designing of the foreign policies of the countries, regional groupings
and multilateral ties for security and economic cooperation.

Course Outline

a) History and Geopolitical Significance of Pacific Region

e Colonisation and the process of mainstreaming the remote Pacific Island Countries



d)

The geopolitical understanding of Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia

The reasons for geo-strategic and geo-economic issues gaining importance in the
regional perspective

History and politics of Australia and New Zealand

Relations of Australia and New Zealand with SPICs as partner and/or patron

Political Institutions of Pacific Region

Politics of dependence and independence in the post-colonial era

Internal governance mechanisms and foreign intervention and involvement
Diplomacy of the Small or Micro States vis-a-vis great powers

Dependence on Economic aid and its impact on diplomacy

Trading partners of the Pacific Island countries; in the pre and post-Cold War era
Security Challenges of the Pacific Island Countries

Political dynamics in the region, the interplay of security and diplomacy by PICs,
leaders in the region, cooperation, conflict and confrontation due to ethnic violence,
political instability and foreign intervention

Non-Traditional Security (NTS) and global challenges like climate change and its direct
and first impact in the South Pacific, migration, sustainable tourism, urbanisation,
natural disasters and environmental issues

Human security and gender mainstreaming for nation building and regional cooperation
Regional Cooperationof the PICs

Regionalism in the Pacific- Emergence of the‘Pacific identity’ in the region, enhancing
the “Pacific Way”

Role of Pacific Island Forum (PIF) in the promotion of regional cooperation

Trade Agreements like Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations (PACER) and
Pacific Island Countries Trade Agreement (PICTA)

Regional cooperation on climate change like SPREP (South Pacific Regional
Environmental Programme), SPICE (South Pacific Ocean Circulation and Climate
Experiment)

Regional Identity and diplomacy on Environmentalism by the small states

Role of External Powers

US, France, UK

Japan, China, South Korea Indonesia and India
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