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Course Objectives 

The course outlines the principal structural elements of the Canadian political economy and 
examines the importance of factors such as resources, social class, and International Trade.It 

focuses on the structure and organisation and the interrelationships between the State, Labour, and 
the Capital in Canada. The course also outlines the history of the domestic Political Economy and 

its linkages to the International Political Economy through the World Trade Organisation and 
NAFTA.  

 

Learning Outcomes 

At the end of the course, the students would be able to understand the dynamics of Canadian 

political economy. The course would also help to analyse the Canadian political economy as a way 

to examine Canadian state formation and Canadian economic development. The course would also 

help to answer some of the major questions like how Canada emerged as a major industrial 

capitalist country?  What is the impact of neoliberalism on Canada? How has Canada experienced 

globalisation? How the variables of markets, power, and class have played out through Canadian 

economic history? 

 

Evaluation Methods 
Class Participation (10%); Sessional Work (Term Paper and Mid-term Examination (40%) End-term 

Examination (50%) 

Course Content 

1) Introduction to Canadian Political Economy 

a) Political Economic Theory: Old and New Debates  

b) Liberal Political Economy  

c) Socialist Political Economy  



d) Staples Political Economy  

2) The Political Economy Tradition in Canada  

a) The Staples Approach—old and new  

b) Harold Innis and his ideas on development and under- development  

c) Post-Innis traditions in Canadian political economy and their critique  

 

3) Structure and Organisation of Capital  

a) The Role of Capital in a Capitalist Economy  

b) The Development of Capital  

c) Fragmentation or Consolidation? 

4) Canada’s Domestic Political Economy 

a) Canadian Welfare State: Mechanisms& Challenges 

b) Process of Development: Race, Ethnicity and Migration  

c) Political Economy of Indigenous Peoples 

d) Ecological Political Economy 

5) Canada in International Political Economy  

a) The International Economic Order and Canada  

b) From GATT to the World Trade Organisation 

c) Economic Continentalism—Constraints and Choices: pre-NAFTA and 

NAFTA  

d) Canadian Regionalism: Theories, Resource Endowment and Regional 

Imbalances 
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