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Course Objectives 

This course aims to explain the democratic journey of United States of America. The various 

themes under discussion focus on composing a compelling narrative of various socio-political 

occurrences since the foundation of the union. The course sets out the national story, 

emphasizing distinctive features of the national experience, which are meant to drive home an 

understanding of national values.The course structure contrasts paradigms of knowledge from 

traditional and modern perspective on the evolution of the US history. The curriculum 

contextualises the development of political and social belief structures that impacted the overall 

trajectory of the American politics and history. 

Learning Outcomes 

Gaining an extensive evidential base for the contemplation and analysis of how the US 

accomplished its journey as a democratic power, to comprehend the factors that cause change; 

and through history understand what elements of an institution or a society persist despite 

change. The course builds the ability to assess evidence and provides experience in dealing with 

and assessing various kinds of archival and historical evidence. Learning how to  combine 

different kinds of evidence—public statements, private records, numerical data, visual 

materials—develops the ability to make coherent arguments based on a variety of data. The 

ability to assess conflicting Interpretations is gained by sorting through diverse, often conflicting 

interpretations of how societies and their politics work. It expands skills to assess past examples 

of change which are vital to understanding contemporary United States. 

Evaluation Methods  
Sessional Work, Mid and End Semester Examination:  Marks breakup 

Term Paper and class assignment: 10+10=20  

20 Mid sem  

50 End Sem 

 

Course Content 

I       American Colonial Experience: The United Colonies 

 Colonial Economies and British Imperialism. 



 Colonial Governments and stirrings of Revolt 

 

II American Revolution:1763 – 1783 

 

 Stirrings of Revolt 

 Decision for and responses to Independence 

 War of Independence: 

 First Phase: New England 

 Second Phase: Mid-Atlantic Region 

 Third Phase: Tribes and the South 

 Creation of State Governments 

 Search for a National Government. 

III. The Constitution and the New Republic, 1783 - 1815 

 Framers and Conventions 

 Federalists and Anti Federalists 

 Establishing National Sovereignty 

 Creating State Constitutions After the American Revolution 

 The Articles of Confederation and the Northwest Ordinance 

 Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and Shays Rebellion 

 The Constitutional Convention: The Great Compromise 

 The Ratification of the Constitution and the New U.S. Government 

 The US Constitution: Preamble, Articles and Amendments 

 The Bill of Rights: The Constitution's First 10 Amendments 

 Interpreting the Constitution 

 

IV. Manifest Destiny and Sectional Conflict(c. 1812–c. 1860) 

1860) 

 Mexican–American War, Territorial Expansion, Continentalism 

 Contestations of American Imperialism. 

 Dispossession and genocide of Native Americans. 

 Jacksonian Era (c. 1820–c. 1845) 

 California Gold Rush  (1848–1855) 

 

V. Civil War/Reconstruction Civil War: 1861- 1865 

 Civil War Begins: Northern and Southern Advantages Compared 

 Key Civil War Battles in 1862: Monitor and Merrimac, Antietam, New Orleans & Shiloh 

 The Emancipation Proclamation: Creation, Context and Legacy 

 Reconstruction, 1865-1877. 

 President Lincoln's Legacy and Johnson: Plans for a Reconstructed Union    

 The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson: Conflict Between President and Congress 



 The Reconstruction Amendments: The 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments 

 Reconstruction's Effects on African Americans: Politics, Education and Economy 

 The End of Reconstruction and the Election of 1876. 

 Westward Expansion: The Homestead Act of 1862 & the Frontier Thesis 

 

VI. Rise of Industrial America, 1876-1900. 

 Immigration to the United States, 1851-1900 

 Economic Policies During the Second Industrial Revolution 

 Railroads in the Late 19th Century: Expanding the Transcontinental Railroad: History and 

Impact 

 American Industry Development in the Gilded Age: Bessemer Process, Scientific 

Management & New Business Models 

 Andrew Carnegie and the Robber Barons 

 Gilded Age Politics: Political Machines & Civil Service Reform 

 The Grange and the Populist Party Platform: Goals, History & Definitions 

 

VII. Progressive Era to New Era, 1890-1929 

 Cities During the Progressive Era 

 Conservation in the Progressive Era 

 Immigrants in the Progressive Era 

 Prohibition: A Case Study of Progressive Reform 

 Women's Suffrage in the Progressive Era 

 Great Migration (c. 1910–c. 1940) 

VIII. U.S. Participation in the Great War (World War I) 

 World War I (c. 1914-c.1918) 

 First Red Scare (1917–1920) 

 Prohibition in the United States (1919–1933) 

 Roaring Twenties (1920s) 

 Jazz Age (1920s) 

IX. Great Depression (1929–1939) 

 Dust Bowl (1930–1936) 

 New Deal era (1933–1938) 

X. World War II (1939-1945) 

 Second Great Migration (c. 1941–c. 1970) 

 Second Red Scare (1947–1957) 
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 Cold War (1947–1991) 

XI. Perils of Peace 

 Civil rights era (1954–1968) 

  Women’s movement :Second-wave feminism (1960s–1970s) 

XII. American World View 

 Space Race (1957–1975) 

 Détente (c. 1969–1979) 

 1970s energy crisis (1973–1980) 

XIII. Reagan Era (1980–1994) 

 Neoconservatism (1980s and 90s) 

 New Federalism 

 

XIV. Contemporary America:Dot-com bubble (c. 1992–present) 

 The Presidential Election of 1992: Bill Clinton, Ross Perot & George H.W. Bush 

 Congress in the Late '90s: Contract with America & Clinton's Impeachment 

 United States housing bubble (c. 2001–c. 2005) 

 War on Terror (2001–present) 

 Obama and Trump years: Isolationism vs Internationalism? 
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