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An Interview with JNU Registrar Dr. Pramod Kumar

Mushtagq: When and how did
your association with JNU start?

Registrar: I came to JNU in 1988 for
doing M. Phil. in the School of Environ-
. mental Sciences and completed my
' M.Phil. and Ph.D. both from the same
school. T submitted my Ph.D. in 1995
under the supervision of Prof. B. Padmanabhamurty, a well-
known environmental scientist. I come from a village of Saran
district of Bihar. One of my villagers was studying in JNU. He
used to tell me about the academic credentials of JNU, which
encouraged me to take admission here.

Mushtag: How was JNU in 1988 when you came
here and what was your first impression of JNU?

Registrar: When I qualified the JNU Entrance Test, my M.Sc.
result had not been declared. At that time, my university results
were usually delayed. So, I was a little tense. Fortunately, it
was declared two days before the last date of registration in
JNU. Immediately I took the provisional marks sheet and
rushed to JNU from my native place. At that time, JNU's
Administrative Block of was in the old campus. All classes used
to be held there except for the sciences. When I reached the
old campus, I had no idea about what I was supposed to do,
where to go. In the meantime, some old students approached
me and in no time they became friendly with me. They them-
selves completed the registration process for me. It was a
distant dream for me because I had different experiences in my
earlier institutions. As far as JNU's teaching methodology was
concerned, it was also different. Here the teaching tools like
projectors, computers, lab instruments were much advanced
in comparison to my previous university. After teaching,
teachers used to ask us to go to library for further study on the
topic discussed. Evaluation system was also quite different.

Mushtaq: In what ways, according to you, has JNU
changed from the time you were here to now?

Registrar: Change is the law of nature and it happens
everywhere and JNU is not an exception. JNU also has changed
a lot in these years. Greenery in the campus has increased
substantially. The number of students, courses taught &
infrastructure have also increased. Many new hostels and
academic buildings have come up. JNU has shifted from the old
to the new campus completely. Many new student organiza-
tions/forums have also come up. The culture and the nature of
student politics have also changed. But still it is different from
other places. In JNUSU elections, money or muscle power don't

work. If somebody wants to do politics in JNU, s/he has to
study a lot. Here politics in the true sense, is a politics of “study
& struggle” and it reflects in pamphlets & posters written by
students of this university. But, if I compare it from my time the
quantity & quality of posters has changed. In my time, posters
were written by students themselves. But now the posters are
being written and pasted by professionals. But in comparison
to other universities, JNU is still better and I feel proud of that.

Mushtaq: How do you feel about this transition from
an academic role to a purely administrative role of
being the Registrar?

Registrar: I agree that the job of Registrar is completely
administrative. But it provides logistic support to academics.
As you know before taking up this assignment, I was working
as an Associate Professor in a Delhi University college. There I
also worked as NCC Officer, Sports Officer, Superintendent of
Examinations, Convener of Placement Cell, Councillor for
North-East students, etc. Hence, I know the importance of
administrationingrooming students.

Mushtaq: What exactly is the role of the Registrar in
a university? Can you enlighten us about that?

Registrar: The Registrar acts as a facilitator in every
administrative matter of the University. The Registrar of the
university is the custodian of the records, common seal and
such other properties of the university as EC shall commit to his
charge. He acts as secretary and conducts the official corre-
spondences of University Court, EC and AC. He represents the
university in suits or proceedings by or against the university,
signs power of attorney and verifies pleadings or deputes his
representative for the purpose.

Mushtaqg: What are the major targets you have in
mind for JNU?

Registrar: Of course, I have some dreams for my alma mater
that I will try to materialize in my tenure as registrar. My first
target is to keep our campus clean and safe. The other major
target is to facilitate the growth & development of the univer-
sity so that it becomes one of the top ranking universities not
only inIndiabutalsointhe world. For achieving this, we will try
to retain and bring the best talent to the university. Presently,
the University is facing lack of adequate administrative staff.
The strength of students and teachers has increased in the
university manifolds but the number of administrative staff is
the same. We are vigorously pursuing the matter with the UGC.
We are also giving special training (in house and out house) to



our staff so that they can work efficiently. I will also try to sort
out the accommodation problem of all the staff, teachers and
students.

Mushtaq: What are the challenges you faced when
you came in JNU as Registrar?

Registrar: Thanks to my background, I have in-depth
knowledge of the thinking & behaviour of students, teachers
and the staff of JNU. I know their expectations from the
administration. So I did not face any major challenge. But there
are some shortcomings in the existing working system. I want
to make our working paperless. It will make our working fast,
fair and cost effective.

Mushtaq: What are your immediate goals as a
Registrar to improve the academic and administra-
tive quality of JNU?

Registrar: In order to maintain our ranking, we have to
definitely improve our academic and administrative quality.
But it cannot be achieved in a single day. It requires long term
planning and sustained hard work. But you will be happy to
learn that we have not only planned but started working on
many of those areas like:-

A) Selecting the best human resource for teaching as well as
administration. We have already started the process of
filling up the backlog SC/ST/PwD teaching posts. We will
expedite all recruitment processes in the coming days for
both academic & administrative posts. I also want to make
it clear that we will ensure that quality is not compromised
atany cost.

B) Deployment of manpower in the best possible way so that it
can be optimally utilized. For this purpose, we have
constituted a Work Study Committee to study the staffing
pattern and to recommend the requirement of manpower of
each administrative unit.

C) As I mentioned earlier, the university is facing a great
shortage of staff, so we will train the existing staff by
imparting in-house training as well nominating them for
outside training/seminars/conferences.

D) Fund generation toward achieving self finance. I feel that
the resources of the university are somewhat underutilized
and the university has great potential for fund generation if
all these resources are utilized optimally. For example,
apart from this campus, we have property in the heart of the
city whichis totally unutilized.

Being a teaching and research oriented university, we are
planning to start new courses/programmes which are in
great demand and are in consonance with objectives of the
university/India's ethos and values.

E) Increasing collaboration and exchange programme with
Industry, Academia and nearby research Institutions,
which follow the best practices. We will explore every
possibility in this regard.

F) Entrepreneurship/skill development “Job creator instead
of job seeker”. It will not only be our slogan but it will reflect
inour programmes/courses of studies.

Twould also like to mention that all these policy-related decisions
need to be approved by the appropriate body/authority of the
university, which willbe done inall earnestness.

Mushtaq: Being a former student of this University,
what do you think can be done in the short and long
terms to preserve the ethos and traditions of JNU?

Registrar: It can be achieved by strengthening our Alumini
Association. The periodical meetings of old students with the
new ones will enhance the confidence of the new entrants in
the ethos & tradition of JNU.

Mushtaq: One of the problems students are facing
today concerns hostel maintenance. The numbers
of students has increased drastically in the hostels
and single seater rooms have been converted into
double rooms, but the infrastructure remains the
same. Especially the old hostels are in a bad condi-
tion and need renovation which has not been done
till now. How do you look into that and how can it be
improved?

Registrar: Yes, I agree, we have hostel problems and we are
trying to sort them out. To curb this problem, very soon
construction of two new hostels is going to start, which will
accommodate more than 1,000 students. As far as mainte-
nance of old hostels is concerned, the Engineering Department
of the university has been directed to survey all the hostels and
list out the immediate maintenance and repair work to be done
onpriority basis.

Mushtaq: What is your vision for JNU and how do
you want to see JNU after you complete your
tenure?

Registrar: The academic standard of JNU has already been
established by the NAAC rating (3.91/4.0) which is the highest
in our country & I would like to see the same ranking with
better rating when I complete my tenure.

Mushtaqg: How has JNU played its role in nation
building and how do you see itin future?

Registrar: JNU has played a great role in nation building.
JNUites are working everywhere, whether it is academics, mass




media, civil service, defense, social services, etc and are helping
in the nation building process in a big way. But you will find them
working differently. It is thanks to our inclusive admission policy
and healthy campus culture of debate & discussion.

Mushtaq: Are you happy with the performance of
JNU as an academic institution and what has to be
improved?

Registrar: Yes, I am happy with the academic performance of
JNU. T have the opportunity to interact with many universities.
But whenIcompare themwith JNU,Ifeel JNUis muchahead. As
Ttold you earlier, NAAC has accredited us with the highest score
3.91/4. As far as ranking of the university at the international
level is concerned, the methods and parameters used by their
accrediting agencies do not fit the Indian university system. They
never consider the social & economical background of students.
They map the ranking on the basis of placements, infrastructure
etc. But I think universities should be mapped on the basis of
social indicators, like how many students have volunteered
themselves for their society after completing their study. How
many are volunteering their services in tribal and backward
areas of the country. Then universities like JNU will definitely get
agood rankinternationally.

Mushtaq: Any personal experience of your days in
JNU as a student you wish to share?

New Appointments/Deans/Directors/
Chairpersons

& Prof. Arun Kumar Mohanty, as Director, UGC- Russian &
Central Asian Area Studies Programme, Centre for
Russian & Central Asian Studies, School of International
Studies, for a period of two years w.e.f7.9.2016.

& Prof. C.P. Chandrasekhar, Dean, School of Social Sciences
as Acting Director in the Centre for the Study of North East
India, School of Social Sciences.

& Prof. Meeta Narain, Centre of Russian Studies, School of
Language, Literature and Culture Studies as Provost,
Dakshinapuram, for a period of two years.

& Prof. Santosh Kumar Mehrotra as Chairperson, Centre for
Informal sector & Labour Studies, School of social
Sciences, for a period of two years.

& Prof. E.A. Rodrigues as Chairperson, Centre for the Study
of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences, for a period
of two years.

Registrar: There were many things that touched me a lot
during my stay in JNU but the most memorable experience was
when I came to take admission. AsItoldyou earlier,Ireached
JNU (old campus) on the last date of registration & was very
tense. I saw some students who were assisting new students
in admission. A girl came to me and offered to help me in
admission. I was very hesitant at first as I come from a
background where I have never seen this type of courtesy. She
helped me in the entire admission process. Then I was
supposed to come to the new campus get my Dean's signature.
But I did not know how to go to the new campus. I was sur-
prised when that girl herself came with me to the new campus
and helped me in completing the admission formalities. She
also showed me the library & the canteen. It was totally
unimaginable for me and it was really a great experience. This
was the firstimpression of JNU community on me.

Mushtaq: What message do you have for the JNU
community?

Registrar: My message is that JNU is top on the NAAC
ranking and we should work to keep this ranking. JNU was
made for humanity and we should keep that ethos intact and we
should carry the ethos beyond JNU and help society and
humanity atlarge.

& Prof. Nilika Mehrotra as Chairperson, Centre for the Study
of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences, for a period
of twoyears.

¢ Prof. Anirban Chakraborti, School of computational &
Integrative Sciences, Re-appointed as Coordinator,
Mathematical and Computational Empowerment Cell for a
termof 2 years.

& Dr. Gopal Lal Meena as Associate Professor in the Special
Centre for Sanskrit Studies.

& Dr. Brajesh Kumar Pandey as Associate Professor in the
special Centre for Sanskrit Studies.

@ Dr.Deepa Kansra as Assistant Professor in Human Rights
Studies Programme, School of International Studies.

Administration

& Dr. Sajjan Singh, Assistant Registrar as Nodal Officer,
initiating proposals to provide in House/ outside regular
training to non-teaching officers in Administration,
Finance, IT, Engineering Etc. areas.




Retirements & Resignations

*

*

Prof. Ram Bux Jat, Centre of Indian Languages, School of
Language, Literature and Culture Studies.

Prof. Satya P. Gautam, Centre for Philosophy, School of
Social Sciences.

Prof. Shashi Prabha Kumar, Special Centre for Sanskrit
Studies.

Prof. Tiplut Nongbri, Centre for the Study of Social
Systems, School of Social Sciences.

*

Dr. Lovekesh Vig, Assistant Professor, School of
Computational and Integrative Sciences.

Smt. Rita Dhall, Senior Assistant, Sutlej Hostel.

Smt. Promidini Sahu, Semi Professional Assistant, Central
Library.

ShriS. Rajan, Office Attendant, Office of the Finance Officer.
ShriHiraBallabh, Mess Helper, Tapti Hostel.
ShriKunwar Singh, Mess Helper, Satluj Hostel.

The Following faculty members are re-appointed as Wardens in the hostels with effect
from the date mentioned against each for further period

Name & Designation | School/Centre | Name of the Hostel | Date of joining from to

1 Dr. G. Srinivas CSSS/SSS Narmada 13.09.2016 to 12.09.2017
2. Prof. Devendra Choubey CIL/SLL&CS Periyar 25.10.2016 to 24.10.2018
3. Dr. Poonam Mehta SPS Tapti 01.10.2016 to 30.09.2018

Notifications

The Vice Chancellor re-constituted Security Advisory Committee (SAC) as under:-
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Prof. Deepak Sharma, SLS

Prof. K.P. Vijaya Lakshmi, CCUS&LAS/SIS
Dr. Jayant Kumar Tripathy, SES

Dr. Mohd. Qutbuddin, CAAS/SLL&CS
Joint Registrar (Estate Branch)

Dy. Registrar (Administration)

Dy. Registrar (IHA)

Dy. Registrar (Legal Cell)

Incharge, Engineering Branch
Representative, JNUTA

Representative, JNUOA

Representative, JNUSA

Representative, JNUSU

Branch Head, Security Agency

Shri Naveen Yadav, Chief Security Officer

Chairperson
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member Secretary

The Vice-Chancellor has re-constituted the Cultural Activities Committee consisting of the following with
immediate effect:-

1.
2.

Prof. Meeta Narain, CRS/SLL&CS
Dr. S.K. Ishtiaque Ahmed, CP&CAS/SL&CS

Chairperson
Member




Dr. Gautam Kumar Jha, CC&SEAS/SLL&CS
Dr. Sudesh Yadav, SES

Dr. Sheetal Sharma, CES/SIS

Mr. Mohit Pandey, CMS/SSS

Public Relation Officer

Member

Member

Member

Student Representative
Member Secretary

The Vice-Chancellor has re-constituted the Hub Advisory Committee for Trans-Disciplinary Research Cluster
(TRC) at JNU consisting of the following for a period of two years with immediate effect:-

Prof. Umesh Chandra Kulshrestha, SES = Cluster Director
Prof. Ramesh Kumar Agarwal, SC&SS = Member

Prof. Girish Nath Jha, SCSS = Member

Prof. Rizwanur Rehman, CAAS/ SLL&CS = Member

Prof. Rajiv Bhatt, SBT Member

Prof. Himadri B. Bohidar, SPS = Member

Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Assistant Registrar (Acad.) = Member Secretary

Rector — I to extend the term of Advisory Committee of Europe Area Studies Programme, Centre for European
Studies, School of International Studies with the following composition for a further period of two years i.e.
upto 31 March, 2018:

Dean, School of International Studies

Chairperson, Centre for European Studies, SIS

Director of UGC — Europe Area Studies Programme, (Convener)
Prof. Rajendra Kumar Jain, Centre for European Studies, SIS
Prof. Ummu Salma Bava, Centre for European Studies, SIS
Prof. Bhaswati Sarkar, Centre for European Studies, SIS

Prof. C.S.R. Murthy, CIPOD, SIS

Prof. Charanijit Singh, CRS, SLL&CS — (vice Prof. R.N. Menon)
Prof. Dhruv Raina, ZHCES, SSS

Prof. Abhijit Pathak, CSSS, SSS

Prof. D. Gopal, Department of Political Science, IGNOU

Prof. Rashmi Duraiswamy, Academy of International Studies
Jamia Milia Islamia, New Delhi — (Vice — Sh. A.N. Ram, Former Ambassador)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

=
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The Vice Chancellor has re-constituted the University Level Grievance Redressal Committee for teachers of
the University w.e.f. 11 September, 2016 for a period of two years as under:

Rector — I : Chairperson

Dean, School of environmental Science : Member

Dean, school of International Studies : Member
Chairperson, Special Centre for Molecular Medicine : Member

Prof. Narendra kumar, Centre for Political Studies/SSS : Member

Assistant Registrar (Academic) Member Secretary




#Prof. Meeta Narain, Centre of Russian Studies, School of Language, Literature & Culture Studies,
received the Education Award for Excellence - 2016, awarded by Confederation of Education
Excellence (CEE), at a function held to mark the Teachers Day. This award is given annually to teachers
from Universities all over India in recognition of their contribution in the field of Higher Education. The
award was presented by Mr. Manish Sisodia, Dy. CM of Delhi.

& Dr. Ramesh C Gaur has been appointed as a Member of the International Consultative Committee of “Digital
Dunhuang”, with the term of three years from October, 2016 to October, 2019

Short Term Hindi Course for the students of Daito Bunka University (DBU)

Center for Japanese Studies, School of Language, and
Literature & Culture Studies conducted a Short Term Hindi
Course for the students of Daito Bunka University (DBU) from
August 31 to September 10, 2016. Under an agreement
between JNU and DBU, the Centre has been holding the Short
Term Hindi Course for the last eight years. Acquisition of basic
knowledge of Hindi and Indian Culture in the Indian environ-
ment was the aim of the programme. DBU had earlier con-
tacted other Universities but could not find a university with a
faculty competent in Japanese Further the results were not
satisfactory as the teaching methods were not the same as
those required for teaching aforeign language the contents too
were not adapted to the level of the learners, and the time at
hand wastoo short.

For the above mentioned reasons, DBU decided to entrst the
course to JNU and to the Hindi speaking faculty with knowledge
of Japanese language, trained in teaching foreign language.
The results have been very satisfactory, and the response has
been positive from the escorting faculty as well as the stu-
dents. Besides specially prepared lessons, the course includes
teaching of some popular songs and the Indian National
Anthem. Some visuals on Indian culture are also to be used.
The visiting students not only learn in the classroom, but also
interact with our students who sometimes accompany them on
sightseeing programmes within and outside JNU. This gives
them a good opportunity to exchange of ideas - the way young
people think and live in the two countries.

Sushama Jain, Project Director
Centre of Japanese Studies, SLL&CS

Sanskrit Centre celebrates Sanskrit Week 2016 on the theme Yoga and Ayurveda in the

Education System

Enthusiasm was clubbed with curiosity for Indian wisdom at
the Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies where a 5 day lecture
series was organized from 19 — 23 August, 2016 to mark the

celebrations of Sanskrit week 2016. Every year Sanskrit day is
observed in the country on the full moon day of the month of
Shravan of the Hindu Calendar. The day is also celebrated as



Rakshabandhan. Every year Sanskrit Centre organizes a
lecture series based on a theme related to the scientific
language to mark the Day. This year the lectures were based on
the theme: Yoga and Ayurveda in the Education System.

Among the various sciences and knowledge traditions that
have been composed in Sanskrit, Yoga and Ayurveda hold
special significance. Sanskrit knowledge traditions deal with
various aspects of human existence. Yoga and Ayurveda,
among other sciences, deal with human psychology, good
health and well being. Thanks to their success rate. They are
popular among the masses. We often hear about numerous
cases of mental and physical ailments getting cured through
Yoga or Ayurveda or both these days. An impressive number of
training centres too have sprung up. The fact that a supervised
practice of the two leaves no side effectsis a cherry on the cake
which leads more people to follow them.

The practices of Yoga are inspired from the researches done
and the researches on Yoga, in turn, are based primarily on the
Yoga Sutras of Maharshi Patanjali while those of Ayurveda on
Charak Samhita and Sushruta Samhita. All the compositions
are in Sanskrit. The knowledge of Sanskrit, therefore, becomes
the underlying requirement for leading further researches in
thefield.

Preserving such a valuable knowledge tradition for the years to
come is thus one priority and the same can be achieved if the
knowledge is put to a cycle of continuity so that the future
generations can choose a healthier way of life for themselves.
Education System is one powerful platform to imbibe the
ancient acumen in the modern world. The lectures during
Sanskrit Week focused exactly on this.

The Inaugural session witnessed the presence of JNU Vice
Chancellor Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar. Other dignitaries who
graced the occasion were Director of the Central Ayurveda
Research Institute for Cardiovascular Diseases Dr. Subhash
Singh; Director of the Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga,
Delhi, Dr.Ishvar V. Basavaraddi; SCSS Chairperson Prof, Girish
N Jha; Programme Coordinator Dr. Santosh Kumar Shukla,
SCSS Former Chair, Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar; other Faculty
members and students.

The VC Prof. Kumar congratulated the students for having
organized the session and wished to take the traditions
further. Dr. Singh highlighted the various aspects of Ayurveda
for treating cardiovascular diseases in the light of the practices
followed by his institution. Dr. Basavaraddi was the chief guest.

The subsequent sessions were addressed the JNU Rector-II,
Prof. Satish C. Garkoti, Dr. Abhimanyu Kumar of the All India
Institute of Ayurveda, Dr. Rajiv Rastogi of the Central Council
for Research in Yoga and Naturopathy, Ministry of Ayush, Prof.
R.K.Tyagi of the Special Centre for Molecular Medicine (SCMM)
JNU, JNU Registrar Dr. Pramod Kumar, IGBI Senior Scientist
Dr. Bhavna Parashar, Dr. Nitin Jindal of the A&U Tibbiya
College, SCMM Chairperson Prof. Vibha Tandon, LBS Sanskrit
Vidyapeeth V-C Prof. Ramesh Pandey, Dr. Gayatri Juneja of
CBP Ayurveda Charak Sansthan, Yoga guru Dr. Surakshit
Goswami and Prof. Rupesh Chaturvedi of the School of
Biotechnology.

The initial sessions commenced with the idea of Yoga and
Ayurveda in ancient India and gradually progressed towards
explaining its relevance in the present day world. Mr.
Goswami's session included a live yoga training for the
audience which was thoroughly enjoyable. Each session
included a Question Answer session. Interesting questions
relating to the application of Yoga for the cure of Autism,
Ayurveda for skin improvement etc. were raised and the
answers were insightful.

A Sanskrit Extempore Speech competition for students was
also organized making the celebration more interactive. Prof.
Jaykant Singh Sharma of the LBS was the adjudicator who
appreciated the effort and encouraged students to keep up the
spirit of participation. The first three prizes were awarded to
Ms. Shagun Sinha, Mr. Lalit Kumar and Mr. Abhishek Pandey in
thatorder.

The JNU Rector —1I Prof. Chintamani Mahapatra presented the
Valedictory Address. Other eminent scholars who were
present were: Dr. Tanuja Nesari of CBPACS, Director of the
Rashtriya Ayurveda Vidyapith Ministry of Ayush, Dr. Sanjeev
Rastogi; Head of the Sanskrit Department of DU Prof. Sharda
Sharma. Dr. Nesari, Dr. Rastogi and Prof. Sharma were the
Chief Guest, Keynote Speaker and Chair respectively.
Interestingly organizing a one-day Ayurveda Camp in Campus
was also proposed and welcomed by all. Towards the end of all
sessions, Programme Coordinator Dr. Santosh Shukla and
members of the Organizing Committee were congratulated for
the impressive arrangements.

The Valedictory Session ended with distribution of certificates
and chanting of Shantipath.

Shagun Sinha
Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies
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A special lecture on “Right to Information & Strengthening Democracy”

The RTI Cell organized a special lecture on “Right to
Information & Strengthening Democracy” on 4 October, 2016
in the Convention Centre. The occasion was presided over by

the Vice Chancellor, Prof. M Jagadesh Kumar. Central
Information Commissioner, Prof. M. Sridhar Acharyulu
(Madabhushi Sridhar), spoke about the importance of RTI and
its relevance in a premier University like JNU. He emphasized
that transparency should be the norm and not an exception in
official functioning. He also mooted trainings and workshops to
be initiated in JNU to sensitise the community about the
various aspects of the Right to Freedom.

Rector-I, Prof. Chintamani Mahapatra (Transparency Officer)
and Registrar/First Appelant Authority, Dr. Pramod Kumar
also shared their views on the importance of RTI. The
programme was widely attended by the JNU community.

RTI Cell, JNU




One-day National Seminar on “Sanskrit Research Traditions in Modern Context”

In the era of competitive research done mostly with the
purpose of 'winning over others' or 'landing a good job', where
end results have gradually gained significance over the
process of research, it is no less than a wise move to try to
strike a balance between both the results as well as the
technique chosen to arrive there. Keeping the same objective
in mind, the Post doctoral fellows at the Special Centre for
Sanskrit Studies organized a one-day National Seminar on the
theme, “Sanskrit Research Traditions in Modern Context”, on
the 8th of October 2016. The Seminar comprised of various
paper reading sessions during which students and research
scholars from different Universities participated. Research
techniques have always been the core concern of all Sanskrit
discourses. Vedanta, Nyay a, Mimamsa and other branches of
intellectual traditions lay special emphasis on adopting the
right method of learning before beginning to learn in the first
place. Unfortunately these contributions by ancient Seers have
not been paid their required due. Consequently, the present
day world has come to inadvertently skip certain methodolo-
gies thatit could adopt for a deeper understanding of the world
today. The Sanskrit Research tradition is an unmissable stone
in bridging the said gaps in modern studies. The Seminar was
organized with exactly the same objective in mind.

The Inaugural Session saw the presence of Prof. Abhiraj
Rajendra Mishra, Former Vice Chancellor, Sampurnanand
Sanskrit University, Varanasi and Dr. J. M. Dave, Director,
Swaminarayan Research Institute, B.A.P.S. Swaminarayan
Sanstha, New Delhi. Prof. Mishra, the Chief Guest, explained
the Vedic Research Methodology with various examples & its
relevance in the Modern context. Dr. Dave explained the link
between scientific research and the major Sanskrit
researches. The Session was chaired by Prof. Girish Nath Jha,
SCSS Chairperson.

Prof. Jha, explained the significance of ancient research
methods. He indicated how all the texts, even those that are yet
tobe deciphered and are in the form of manuscripts are a great
treasure of knowledge and how deciphering them to unveil the
ancient techniques will be aboon to the present day world.

Programme Coordinator, Dr. Santosh Kumar Shukla, Dr.
Rajnish Mishra, Dr. Satyamurti, Dr. Ramnath Jha, Seminar
Convener, Dr. Abhijit Dixit, Coordinator, Dr. Sujeet Pandey, Dr.
Archana Rani Dubey, Dr. Monica Rathor, Dr. Renu Kochar, Dr.
Sushma Devi, Dr. Aradhana Chaturvedi, and other Postdoctoral
fellows were also present.

Dr. Shukla emphasized the significance of such Seminars. He
said, “It is pertinent that Sanskrit Researchers take a move in
this direction because ultimately we have the responsibility to
ensure that such valuable legacies dono-'tdie. This National
Seminar is an appreciable effort.”

Dr. Dixit, introduced the theme of the seminar. He said,
“Indeed, traditional Sanskrit research methods are very rich,
strong, effective, and widely used as ever. There are many
instances in which traditional methods provide tremendous
advantages too but in this technology-driven era, if Sanskrit
researchers find a Techno-Scientific fusion research method-
ology within Sanskrit itself, that will lead to newer innovations
in the field. Researchers can commence new and innovative
era of Sanskrit research through their own fusion research
methodology. We have organized the Seminar with this aim.”

Lauding the move, Dr. Jha, quoted the example of various
misinterpretations that Sanskrit texts often undergo. Such
misinterpretations happen only if an undesirable methodology
is adopted for a text. “It is important that we seek those roots
first instead of jumping to conclusions. Postdoctoral Fellows of
the Centre must be applauded for introducing this perspective
of thinking,” On a similar note, Dr. Mishra said that
Methodology is the most basic and important step in any
research. That Sanskrit too has its own research traditions that
need to be adapted is not needed to be told. The only effort that
needed to be made was 'how' to fuse ancient methodology with
the present day world. The Seminar, he said, was just the step
taken in the right direction. Similarly, Dr. Satyamurti briefly
explained the scope of Interdisciplinary Research in Sanskrit &
Applied Research area along with its significance in Sanskrit.

Two sessions were held simultaneously at a given point of time
and a total of four sessions were held. Scholars from various
departments like History, Philosophy apart from Sanskrit
participated from different universities like the D.U., SLBSSVU,
Aligarh Muslim University, JNU, Maharshi Adhyatma
Vishwavidyalaya, University of Hyderabad, University of
Kashmir, Banaras Hindu University, G.B. University, Noida;
Vikram University, Ujjain; Government P. G. College
Fatehabad, other Institutions situated in Meerut, Kanpur,
Hapur, Kherli (Raj.), Agra, Rajgarh (H.P) etc.

All the papers presented varied aspects of Sanskrit methodol-
ogy. Interestingly the discussions that followed the presenta-
tions added more to the knowledge pool. One of the researches
showed how Sanskrit as a language has the most positive



impact on the human mind. This conclusion was achieved on
the basis of experiments done with a machine thereby
eliminating possibilities of human bias. Similarly, another
paper focused on the right methodology for reading Smrtis
from afeminist perspective.

Some interesting paper titles were: 'Manipuri Verbal Root
Lexicon: a Paninian Approach', 'Subtle effect of Sanskrit Text
and Script Compared to Other Languages', 'Role of Sanskrit
Researches in Solving Economic Problems of Modern World',
'Tnnovative Research Paradigm for National Ethos', 'Research
in Dhanurveda : Scope and Problems', 'Role of Sanskrit
Research in Solving Social Problems of Modern World', 'Norms
and Departure: Locating Women's Economic Agency Within
Dharmashastras', 'Innovations in Sanskrit Researches through
Computational Linguistics', 'Relevance of Research in Sanskrit
Literature for Modern Management', 'Kashmiri Shaivism: A
Source of Scientific Knowledge', 'Value Framework for Good
Governance in Sanskrit Literature', etc.

The Valedictory session commenced late in the evening. Dr.
Rajnish Shukla of the Sampurnanand Sanskrit Vishwa-

vidyalaya, Dr. Ramesh Bharadwaj of the University of Delhi and
Dr. Ramakant Pandey, Director (MSP), of the Rashtriya
Sanskrit Sansthan were the chief invitees.

The session was chaired by Prof. Girish Nath Jha. Dr. Sushma
Tiwari invited the guests to light the lamp and inaugurate the
session. She introduced the speakers and asked them to
present their address.

Dr. Shukla commenced his address with a focus on misinter-
pretations of Sanskrit texts and the need for a more compre-
hensive plan to address that. Dr. Bharadwaj explained in depth
the significance of Sanskrit Research Traditions. He stated that
many discoveries done in modern sciences were already
known to Sanskrit scholars earlier. He gave some illustrations
to prove his point. Dr. Pandey emphasized the need of research
on ancient Sanskrit concepts which are available in all the
disciplines of modern learning.

The session ended with distribution of certificates and a Vote of
Thanks.

Shagun Sinha
Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies

State of Japanese Literature in Indian Translations: Reception and Appreciation of
Selected Literary works in Original and Translations

The Centre for Japanese Studies (CJS), School of Language,
Literature and Culture Studies (SLL&CS) organized a two-day
International Seminar on 26 — 27 October, 2016, with financial
assistance from Japan Foundation, Tokyo, Japan and the
Jawaharlal Nehru University, under the title “State of
Japanese Literature in Indian Translations: Reception and
Appreciation of Selected Literary works in Original and
Translations”. The Director of the seminar was Prof. P.A.
George, CJS.

This two-day International Seminar on the whole consisted of
two sections, wherein, the first focused on academic sessions
(paper presentations) and the second section was Recitations
by Japanese professional group, BREATH, and Indian scholars.
The academic sessions (six in total) were categorized accord-
ing to the topics under consideration, such as, Translation of
Literary Texts into Indian Languages: Difficulties, problems
and Prospects-I&II, Reception of Japanese Literature in India,
Applicability of Various Existing Translation Theories and
Tools, Role of Literary Translations in Strengthening Bilateral
Relations, and Comparative Study of Indian and Japanese
Literary Works. A total of eighteen papers were presented by

Professors and Scholars highlighting their views, problems in
the process of translation of Japanese literature into various
Indian languages etc., vis-a-vis its reception by the Indian
society. The Recitation session, in which both Japanese
professionals and Indian scholars participated, was the
highlight of the whole seminar. Selected literary works of
Akutagawa Ryunosuke, Kawabata Yasunari, Miyazawa Kenji
and Natsume Soseki were recited by the professional group,
BREATH (Maebashi, Japan), lead by Mr. Endo Atsushi on the
first day. On the second day of the seminar, Amenimo Makezu,
one of the famous poems of Miyazawa Kenji, was recited in




different regional languages by Indian scholars from different
universities, such as Banaras Hindu University, Doon
University, English and Foreign Languages University,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, Rabindra Bharati University,
University of Delhi and Visva-Bharati University.

The two-day seminar started with an invocation dance by Ms.
Mehru S. Abraham, B.A. 1st year student of the centre, which
was followed by welcoming the Guests by Prof. Manjushree
Chauhan, Chairperson, CJS, Prof. Rekha V. Rajan, Dean,
SLL&CS, gave the welcome speech and focused on the distinct
features, characteristics and challenges of in literary transla-
tion. Prof. Rajan also threw light on how a translator can
overcome problems by maintaining balance between styles,
choice of word etc. Following the Dean's address, the Vice
Chancellor, Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar, enlightened the
esteemed audience on how translation works could help in
bridging the cultural gap between two cultures, which
otherwise would, remain unknown and untold due to the
language barrier. Addressing participants, faculty and
students, His Excellency Mr. Kenji Hiramatsu, Ambassador of
Japan to India shed light on the multi-dimensional significance
of translations, which besides opening the doors to unknown
cultural and linguistic worlds, seeks to transcend global
boundaries, paving the way to effective communication,
cultural transfer and strengthening international relations. Mr.
Kaoru Miyamoto, Director General, Japan Foundation, spoke
about the initiatives taken by the Japan Foundation to facilitate
translation work in India. He further said, “The age old strong-
cultural bond between India and Japan induces the need for
more enthusiasm in the field of translation by equal and active
participation of professional as well as amateur translators,
who are researching in areas of Japanese Language, Culture
and Literature”. Prof. P.A. George, Seminar Director, pre-
sented his Vote of Thanks to the esteemed guests marking the
successful completion of the inaugural session.

The first academic session started with a keynote address by
Prof. Mochizuki Yoshitsugu, Professor Emeritus, Iwate
University, Japan. It threw light on Miyazawa Kenji’s life,

setbacks and transitions. The chair of the session Prof. Mito
Takamichi, Kwansei University, Japan, shared his findings and
comments. This session was followed by lunch.

The seminar served as a platform to discuss translation from
different perspectives, role of translation studies in the develop-
ment of Japanese language education inIndia, the strengthening
of mutual understanding and cooperation between India and
Japan etc. Translation, being an inter-linguistic process, has
cultural and educational nuances that can shape the perspective
of the readers towards the understanding of a foreign culture. A
translator, thus, should possess a deep knowledge of the source
text, an insight into its social background and a thorough
understanding of its regional literature and culture to substanti-
ate the translation that may be produced. As “readability” and
“accuracy” are considered to be the backbone of any translation,
a translator should make sure that there is no deviation in the
theme, content and spirit of the source text. In the case of literary
translation, therefore, the translator has to be familiar with the
other works of the same author to understand his unique use of
words, idioms and phrases.

A literary piece in any language is not only a reflection of the
writer as an individual, but also of the society to which he
belongs. Thus, it is a complete package of the accumulated
wisdom of the age old tradition and culture of that society.
Further, in today's globalized world, where access to any kind
of information and knowledge is possible, a translator should
make use of such existing resources in order to ensure and
maintain the readability and accuracy of the translation.

The two-day seminar concluded successfully with fruitful
discussions, exchange of views and opinions by the partici-
pants and field experts. The participants also expressed their
desire to have such a platform to conduct discussions on this
topicinfuture also.

Arpita Paul, Deepak Biswas, Ph.D,
Vamshi Krishna, B.M., M.Phil/Ph.D,
Centre of Japanese Studies, SLL&CS

Sanskrit Centre concludes two-day 'Sanskrit Students' Conference 2016’

Itis popularly said that intensive hard work, detailed planning
and careful execution are the key to organizing any event
successfully. Seems the organizing committee of the Third
Sanskrit Students' Conference at the Special Centre for
Sanskrit Studies just proved that right.

Commenced in the year 2012, Sanskrit Students' Conference or
The Nikhil Sanskrit Chhatra Sammelan, as it is called, is a
legacy today that binds Sanskrit students from all over the
country to come, interact and strengthen the spirit of student
engagement. Apart from the fact that solely students partici-
pate in this thereby encouraging young nervous students to



gain confidence, a key feature of this legacy is the compulsory
use of Sanskrit. This practice is a diversion from the culture of
leniency usually followed at other Conferences which allow
other languages to be used for writing papers thereby missing
opportunities to strengthen the practice of Sanskrit speaking
during times when Sanskrit as a spoken language eagerly
awaits a platform.

Two months of intensive planning preceded the final days. Call
for Papers was announced earlier this year. The Organizing
Committee, under the guidance of Programme Coordinator Dr.
Santosh Kumar Shukla, Chairperson Prof.G N Jha and other
faculty members, ensured that blind review process took place
correctly. Each paper was scrutinised carefully. Out of more
than eighty papers that were received, forty were finally
selected. Student Coordinator Mr. Anil Arya defined the
process as a hectic but interesting task. Efforts were taken to
make it as student friendly as possible.

Organized in collaboration with Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan,
New Delhi, the Conference commenced on 13th October 2016.
Vice Chancellor Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar was the Chief Guest
at the Inaugural Function. He expressed his delight over an all-
Sanskrit atmosphere that was going to prevail during the next
two days. Proceedings of the previous Conference were
released in the form of abook called 'Vagullasah'. In afirst of its
kind move, Sanskrit Centre T-Shirts bearing the ever-loved
idea of 'Dva Suparna' were also launched by Dr. Ram Nath Jha
and other faculty members.

Prof.G N Jha, in his welcome address, indicated how such
gatherings add to the intellectual spirit of the University and
thanked the participants for turning up in good numbers. Dr.
Ramesh Bharadwaj of the University of Delhi enlightened the
students on the various aspects of Sanskrit research and
hoped to see more such ideas come up in the Conference. Dr.
Manoj Mishra guided the audience on the myth of the Proto-
Indo European suggesting Vedic Sanskrit to be the root of all
Indo-European languages. The show was definitely stolen by
former Rector and founder of the centre Prof.Kapil Kapoor who
in his own pleasant style commenced his speech with [JWhy
are you all so serious?[] and the missing smiles immediately
emerged onall the faces.

Prof. Kapoor congratulated the OC and the faculty members for
being regular with all the events and anticipated a great future
for Sanskritinthe yearsto come.

The Conference moved to paper presentation sessions post-
tea break. Each of the seven sessions was based on a different
theme and was chaired by scholars like Dr. Bharatendu
Pandey, Dr. Satyapal Singh, Dr. Ramsalahi Dwivedi, Dr.
Hiraman Tiwari and Prof.Sharda Sharma along with other
teachers. Vyakarana (Sanskrit Grammar), Sahitya (Literature),
Vividha (Miscellaneous), Darshan (Philosophy) were among
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the chief themes. Students from various institutions from all
over the country presented their papers. Some interesting
researches included researches on the history of the modern-
day Kinnaur, Gadadharacharya's Vyutpattivada, Making of
Vedic Vedi, Natyasastra, Astadhyayi, Dharma and Adharma in
Vlyakarana, Vaktattva in Upanisads etc. each presentation
lasted for around 15 minutes followed by a short QnA round. All
the presentations and queries were posed in Sanskrit.

The Valedictory session took place on thel4th of October 2016
after the last paper reading session. Prof. Ramkaran Sharma
was the Chief Guest while Prof. Ramakant Pandey and Prof.
Ramesh Kumar Pandey were the other two guest speakers.
Prof.Girish N Jha, Prof.ShashiPrabha Kumar, Dr. Santosh
Kumar Shukla, Dr. RamNath Jha, Dr. Rajnish Mishra, Dr. Hari
Ram Mishra, Dr. Satyamurti, Dr. T. Mahendar, Dr. Brajesh K
Pandey and Dr. Gopal Meena were also present.

Prof. Ramakant Pandey expressed his pleasure at seeing a
collaboration between SCSS-JNU and his institution, the RSS,
for the Conference. A proposal was made by Dr. Shukla and Dr.
R N Jha for taking the Conference to International level in near
future. Prof. Pandey wholeheartedly accepted it as he pledged
all possible assistance from Sansthan in materializing the
proposal. Prof. Ramesh Pandey too welcomed the idea and
expressed his delight over the brilliance of the Conference
which according to him is only moving up the performance
graphwithtime.

Prof. Sharma delivered the Valedictory address during which
he threw light upon the core problems associated with Sanskrit
researches and the significance of Conferences like Nikhil in
rooting those out. He was delighted to be a part.

Dr. Shukla appreciated the students for the brilliant arrange-
ments. Special acknowledgements were extended to Mr. Anil
Arya, Mr. Yogendra, Student Councillor; Mr. Yeesh Narayan,
Mr. Ankush, Mr. Narayan among other OC members and to the
ever-helpful staff members. Mr. Anil presented the Conference
report. Thereafter certificates were distributed. The session
ended with a Vote of Thanks and Shantipath.

Shagun Sinha
Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies
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A JNU scholar, Shri Lallan
Prasad Gupta who has
passed M.Sc. (Environmen-
tal Sciences) from SES has
stood firstin the joint CSIR-
UGC NET Examination in
June, 1991 in the discipline
of Earth Sciences.

Prof. Yoginder K. Alagh,
assumed office as the new
Vice-Chancellor of the
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity on 14 December, 1992.

Renowned scientist,
educationist and former
Chancellor of Jawaharlal
Nehru University Dr. D. S.
Kothari passed away in the
early hours of 4 February,
1993 in Jaipur. He was 87.

Prof. Sivatosh Mookerjee,
an eminent Scientist and
Professor Emeritus at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-

| sity passed away at his

residence in Shantiniketan

~ (Calcutta) on 6 March,

/1993 Hewas66.

Well — Known Economist,
Prof. Krishna Bharadwaj,
the funder Chairperson of
the Centre for Economic
Studies at JNU passed
away on8March, 1992,




The Political Theology of
Schelling, author by Dr. Saitya Brata
Das, Centre for English Studies,
SLL&CS, published by Edinburgh
University Press. ISBN No: 978-

&
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Schelling

“The Trans Himalayan Tibet

S Identity and Politics” by
T I B E T Dr. Tsetan Namgyal, Centre for Inner
Asian Studies, SIS published by
Manakin Press Pvt. Ltd. ISBN No.
9789384370558.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

' “Mapping Tibet In the 21°
. Century (the Way Ahead)” by
Dr. Tsetan Namgyal, Centre for Inner
Asian Studies, SIS published by
Manakin Press Pvt. Ltd. ISBN No.
9789386221551.

AGORTER APPROACH

“The Trans Himalayan Tibet
Buddhism at the Crossroads” by
TIB ET Dr. Tsetan Namgyal, Centre for Inner
~ Asian Studies, SIS published by
Manakin Press Pvt. Ltd. ISBN No.
9789386221568.

THEe Trans HiMALAYAN

Interview with Mahendra Dubey, Program Consultant, Doordarshan, New Delhi

Mushtaq: How and when
did your association with
JNU start?

Mr. Dubey: I qualified the
written test of JNU in 1980 but I
‘ did not appear in the interview

thinking that it will be very
difficult to study here. I took up ajob in WHO and contin-
ued to work there for four years. My association with JNU
started again in 1984 when I took admission in M. Phil in
Social Medicine. At that time, I had also got admission in
DU in LLM, but I finally chose JNU over DU. I was aston-
ished to see the culture here. Women could smoke and
most of the people spoke in English. Moreover, there was
no discrimination in the name of religion, caste or social
background. The conversation between the people used
to be of changing society and the condition of marginal-
ised sections. All this was totally new for me as I came

from a place where these things were unimaginable.
Gradually, I grew into this change and eventually, I
started enjoyingit.

Mushtaq: How was the JNU of your time?

Mr. Dubey: When I reached JNU, it struck me that this
university is not like other universities. While in other
universities, public conversations were mostly academic,
hereIsaw people conversing over a range of topics- both
academic as well as non-academic. The people coming
from small villages were talking and thinking big, which
was an unusual sight for me. The world was divided into
two blocs at that time and that echo was felt in JNU.
People used to talk about the world and the future of
world politics. This impacted me a lot and I was
impressed with this lively culture. In the meantime, I got
associated with Doordarshan and the foot prints of JNU
were there to be seen in my programs as well. I used to




insert the things discussedin JNU in my programs. People
from JNU were called to talk on different issues from
health, environment, and culture to the national and world
politics. Most of the students in JNU were from rural
areas from across India and that inclusive culture made
JNU unique. Interdisciplinarity was wholeheartedly
adopted and the students used to learn other subjects
along with their own and it gladdens me to see that that
culture still exists in JNU.

Mushtaq: Tell us why you chose media over
academics or civil services.

Mr. Dubey: I had a political background and used to
write in newspapers and magazines. I started working
with DD when T was just a student in JNU. The culture
here also inspired me to work for the betterment of
weaker sections in society. This inspiration brought me to
the media and to date I try my best to implement those
very teachings of JNU.

Mushtaq: What is the role of JNU in nation
building?

Mr. Dubey: From the perspective of JNU community,
nation building is to work for the betterment of society
and the downtrodden of the nation. Understood this way,
JNU has had much success in realising these goals. It has
had great contribution in making India better. Alumni of
JNU are found in every walk of life, from media to civil
service and academics to economics, they are serving

society. There is a distinct perspective of those who have
studied from JNU in every walk of life.

Mushtaq: How has JNU changed over the
years?

Mr. Dubey: Change is the law of nature and that
happens everywhere. JNU has also changed a lot.
Commerecialization has left its mark on the culture of JNU.
Most of the students have become career oriented. The
culture of multinational companies was not as dominant
in our time and most of the people would study for
government jobs. But now students want quick jobs and
earn money and it has impacted the overall culture of
JNU. And yet, despite all of this JNU continues to be
different from other institutions.

Mushtaq: Any message to the JNU community
and especially to the students who want to take
journalism as their career?

Mr. Dubey: Students of JNU have the capacity to
change the very face of journalism. This fourth pillar of
our Democracy is inflicted with corruption and other anti-
social activities and there is a desperate need for reform
in the field. If the students of JNU come in this profession,
I am sure they will make some positive difference and
leave their footprintin this field. So, I encourage more and
more students in JNU to adopt journalism as their career
and work for the betterment of society.

ShriMaya Ram, Security Guard, Security Branch, passed away on Friday, 9 September, 2016

ShriJatung Raja Philemon Chiru, Ph.D. Student, CWAS, SIS, passed away on Wednesday, 26 October, 2016

We extend our condolences to the bereaved families.

JNU News welcomes contribution about Alumni Achievements/Awards. Please write to pro@mail.jnu.ac.in, pro@jnu.ac.in or

poonamskudaisya@gmail.com

Public Relations Officer

Public Relations Office

Room No. 102, Administration Block,

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi — 110067
Please attach a passport size photograph also
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. Office of Research & Development, JNU organized an Orientation Programme
on “Research at JNU” on 29 September, 2016. Photo shows: Prof. M.
Jagadesh Kumar, Vice Chancellor delivering the speech.

. Jawaharlal Nehru University organized the Seventh Professor P.N.
Srivastava Endowment Lecture on “Advances in Indian Defence R&D” by Dr.
G. Satheesh Reddy, Scientific Advisor to raksha Mantri and Director General,
Misslles & Strategic, DRDO on 21 September, 2016. Photo show: Prof. M.
Jagadesh Kumar, Vice Chancellor; Prof. Riddhi Shah, School of Physcial
Sciences; Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy, Scientific Advisor to raksha Mantri and
Director General, Misslles & Strategic, DRDO; Prof. Chintamani Mahaptra,
Rector-I; Prof. Satish Chandra Garkoti, Rector-II.

. The Global Studies Programme, Centre for the Study of Social Systems, SSS
organized an international conference on Global Capital and Social Difference
Global Studies and Local Frames, from 6 to 8 October, 2016. Photo shows:
Faculty Members, Students and Participants.

. Centre for Japanese Studies, SLL&CS organized a two day international
seminar on “State of Japanese Literature in Indian Translations: Reception
and Appreciation & Recitation of Selected Literary Works in Original and
Translations” on 26 — 27 October, 2016. Photo Shows: Prof. P.A. George,
Centre for Japanese Studies, SLL&CS; Prof. Rekha Rajan, Dean, SLL&CS;
Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar, Vice Chancellor, Mr. H.E. Kenji Hiramatsu,
Ambassador of Japan in India; Mr. Kaoru Miymoto, Director General of the
Japan Foundation, New Delhi; Prof. Manjushree Chauhan, Centre for
Japanese Studies, SLL&CS.

RTI Cell organized a special lecture on “Right to Information & Strengthening
Democracy” delivered by Prof. M. Sridhar Acharyulu (Madabhushi Sridhar)
Central Information Commissioner on 4 October, 2016. Photo shows: Prof.
Chintamani Mahaptra, Rector-I; Prof. M. Sridhar Acharyulu (Madabhushi
Sridhar) Central Information Commissioner; Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar, Vice
Chancellor; Dr. Pramod Kumar, Registrar.
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